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From: Dr. Jeffrey MB Musser 

Subject: Participation in "Ma'amin: Unveiling the Legacy of the Celestial Horse" documentary 

 

I am writing to express my wholehearted commitment to participate in the "Ma'amin: 
Unveiling the Legacy of the Celestial Horse" documentary, organized by the World Heritage 
Animal Genetic Resources Institute (WHAGR). As a Clinical Professor at Texas A&M 
University and a dedicated veterinarian, I am honored and excited to contribute my expertise 
and knowledge to this significant project, 

This Project underscores the accomplishments of WHAGR in preserving endangered 
domesticated animal breeds with invaluable genetic heritage. I find the opportunity to be 
involved in this project, and the documentary, both professionally and personally fulfilling. 
As a large animal veterinarian with a focus on research and education not only in the US but 
internationally – 30 years with international livestock and equid veterinary medicine 
experiences, I strongly believe in the importance of preserving and understanding the 
genetic diversity of domesticated animals, especially such rare and culturally significant 
breeds as the Ma’amin horses. 

Throughout my professional career, I have conduct extensive research and practical work in 
large animal health, management, and conservation. My experience in veterinary medicine, 
combined with my passion for animal welfare and preservation, aligns perfectly with the 
themes and objectives of the "Ma'amin" documentary. I am committed to sharing my 
expertise and insights to shed light on the health, well-being, and conservation efforts 
concerning the Ma’amin horses. 

Furthermore, as an educator at Texas A&M University, I have had the privilege of mentoring 
and inspiring future veterinarians. I firmly believe in the power of information and 
knowledge dissemination, such as in media and documentaries, to educate and engage 
audiences in critical issues. It would be an honor to contribute to this project by providing 
valuable information and scientific perspectives on the challenges and opportunities in 
preserving the genetic legacy of these celestial horses. 

I am looking forward to collaborating with a wide range of scientific professionals, and 
especially eager to collaborate with the talented media team and experts involved in the 
documentary. As a representative of the large animal veterinary community, I am committed 
to actively participating in interviews, discussions, and on-screen appearances. My goal is to 
contribute to the success of the documentary and support WHAGR in its essential mission of 
safeguarding the genetic heritage of endangered animal breeds. 
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Charles Tys., P.ogam Dir@tor
CaliloniaFenland Con¤rvation ProsBm
California Depritment of ConseNalion

The Wild Eone & Burc Sanctuary, Inc
Bnchvood lms Consetuancy s u.'que
endangered dom¤stic speies.

rn the past yed, we hare had the pnvilege to work wnn BiEhwood Fam Consetuucy
on a preeNation etroft dd a conseflltio. plan for ! population ofve.y ide hoa* once
indigenous 10 Smra Ctuzlsland, one ofthe Chlnnel lslands ofoftbeCalitunia coasr.
Through the eridanc¤ and resurces of Bnchwood ldn Co.seeancy we ar¤ idenliryins
rh¤ s¤netic buildins blocks needed to ¤.sure a tuture forrhis hode bieed. Tbe
ConseNanoy h al$ worling with us to ddelop a lons tem breeding proStm that uill
r*$ablish sutrcient diveairy vtnin the populalion without aitmng the breed s
dislinclive armbutes Although it is t@ eon lo tnow vhelher we will ultimately b¤
successtul in reestablisbing a population of Santa CM hlrnd no4es, il b cl¤d ro us thal
without Birchwoodt suppon dd dpenise, w¤ @uld nol undena|e lhis ¤.deavot, md on
anDi.s slice of Califomia's senedc history would be forever losl

We believe that Btchwood Fam Consewancy tesence i. Cal'fornia will enhane
diveairy in our Strte's agriolluBl sector Mor@¤r, Btchwood's operalion on land
ploteled by a fam land aseme.t will swe as a nodel for enwation in asricultur¤
I1E wild Ho6e Sdctuary welcones B;chwood Farm Conseruancy lo Shda Colnty
Califor.ia and hopes rhal lhe Califomia Fdnland Co.servation llosEn will enb@e
tbis opportunily to support @nseMtion o. muhiple lev¤ls.
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Charles Tyson, Prcsan Dned,rr
Califonia Famlmd ConseBation Plosram
Califonia Depanment of Consenalion

RECEIVED
DEC I I 2006

I am wilin8 to let you know that I tully supporl thc Nork of Birchwood Fanns
Conseruancy (BFC) in rhcii eilorts io mhefle a vdcty ofdoneslic $inal speies and
beds. I bave bcen i.volvcd in m b@d mnscrvalioh sin¤ aboul1990 (mainlywith
ho$es) and hav¤ worked with llE Ameiican Liveslock B@ds Conservmcy and with
FA O in br¤ed conseryatio.. I recoehize de fili¤al importance of havin8 individ uals
activ¤ly i.lolv¤d wilb prcsenalion ofb@ds on lhe fm. I have wo&ed wilh BIC sinc¤
1995 o! inlehatioml conseMtion enbis. Such pojels are inporbnl since in nry
csses lhey repEsenl lhe only cbece of smival olthe bEds involved. Tbe
cstablhhmc.t of a Co.sflalio. fm would allow lbe dpa$ion ofwork in bEd
preservali on efons inc luding such things s increaiog the herd sire o I br¤eds. i hcrcNi ng
the nunbe! ofbeeds and peeryation ofmor divese types ol breeds. Theconsc^ario.
eaemenl esrablisbtuenl ofthh snch would be. b my tno*ledge. ihe lisL wh¤re
con*ryation of faml{d and pesemlion ofendanseEd henhge bEed aninals Md
plmls could coexist ed educatc lbc pnblic oh a fae to face bsis about the stewardsbip
offdnlmd. simals ed pldts. fbk lype ofefofi is ofgrcat ioporhce in eDsurins lhe
suflival ofthe domeslicated species lhal ar so nuch a patt ofou cultml inhcritance.
Please lcl m¤ know iflhee is dy olher infomarion $al you wonld likc from me.
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Califomi. Farnldd Consemhon Piognm
Calilomia Deptuent of ConseMtion

Srpporr for BncbroodXtrm Cdrsenmcy

I undnshnd the Birchwood Fam Consvancy is hoping to nove fion Kentucky r0 Northm
Cdifomia and the is r funding rcq@st tial has been submited lo you d.pa]funt,

I have b.en advising the Bnchwood Fm cmeamoy lor dre psr couple ofrtds and I an
witine insuFportofde firdingrqucst Mmy of us in the consfttidn comunity would like
lo see lhe Bnohmod Fad C@eflmoy set up shop in Nonhm Califonia. Tbeir nission of
plesflitrgthogmenqdiE ry ofdonestcated plms dd t4inals niely oonpleqmb our
misloo orpft sdir! noruEl blpdj@rly, ln'ar. l M nor p\m ol,ntNis el"q : $o uodd
whei! thft h.c b.m h MlnrR ol hrs o o ri-'os. U d. Birhsood Fm .orfficy
loc.ks m o p@perty that is probed by a c0nsmlio easm! rftis my csbblth a neu
nodel for preiefrtion ofnalive wildlife md agnculhlal spcahs on drc soFc sile. SNh a Dodel
*.uld rdd a ne$agF thar wild md ddtu*icated sp@ies m he protected side-by*ide - an
inport nt mesegc in m increasingly crowd.n world.

Hopetully, 6 a re$l of fhding fiom lhe CFCP, Birchwddd lam Conseflanoy will be sble ro
novc ftcn opcmlion to the 330 aqe Andesm piopefty on Bea. crelq or cl*th* in Nod.m

'fte Nrtue Cmcdancy cnthusidtically suppotu $e ftnding requsr fron the Birclvood Fam
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